
MARLEY’S GHOST
Renowned for inspired four-part harmonies, the group is 
as much English folk roots as Jamaican reggae plus gospel,
country, R&B, cajun and even Scottish bagpipe tunes.

MEKONS
Mekons were born to punk parents from the belly of rock’n’roll 
25 albums and 30 long years ago. These twisted folk have 
laughed more laughs, cried more tears and writ more tunes 
than you can shake a stick at whilst building a reputation as 
one of the very best live bands on the planet.

MICHELLE SHOCKED
Michelle’s performances are influenced by her Texas roots, her 
political activism, and a self-assured style that her first major 
label producer likened to troubadours such as Joni Mitchell, 
Spider John Koerner, and Dave Van Ronk.

MOONALICE
Moonalice is a new roots-rock band that features a diverse lineup 
of seasoned music veterans. The lineup includes: G.E. Smith, 
Ann McNamee, Barry Sless, Roger McNamee, Pete Sears, 
Jimmy Sanchez, and rock legend Jack Casady.

THE MOTHER HIPS
“The Mother Hips are divinely inspired by the four great 
(North) American B’s: The Byrds, Buffalo Springfield,
The Band and The Beach Boys” – Rolling Stone. Formed 
in 1991, The Mother Hips have run the gamut of experiences 
as a band – from dorm band to buzz band to cult favorite.

NED SUBLETTE
Singer-songwriter-guitarist-bandleader-producer, Ned Sublette 
is one of the most original figures on the New York music 
scene. Ned’s lyrics, compositions and vocals combine with a 
dream team of all-star musicians from Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, Puerto Rico, the New York salsa scene and Texas, 
for an utterly danceable ride.

NEW LOST CITY RAMBLERS
New Lost City Ramblers is a contemporary old-time string 
band that formed in New York City in 1958 during the
Folk Revival. They not only directly participated in the old-
time music revival, but have continued to directly influence 
countless musicians who have followed.

NICK LOWE
The “Headmaster of British Rock”, Nick Lowe has been 
performing for 40 years, but is as fresh today as the first time 
he stepped on stage. There are no tricks or short cuts here.
His songs are as solid as the earth, yet carry no lingering hype 
or heaviness.

PETE WERNICK & FLEXIGRASS
Pete Wernick & Flexigrass is a supercharged blend of bluegrass 
with classic jazz.  Formerly known as the Live Five, the group 
blazes new trails every time they play, as young vibes master 
Greg Harris and hot clarinetist Bill Pontarelli trade licks with 
renowned banjoist Pete Wernick.

POOR MAN’S WHISKEY
Poor Man’s Whiskey plays “Californicana”, a blend of acoustic 
music shaken with rock-n-roll attitude. Through fermentation 
and distillation, they’ve crafted an original and modern American 
music that inspires you to shake off the day’s burdens, dance, 
shout and laugh.

RAILROAD EARTH
Over the past few years Railroad Earth has carved a path wide 
and deep throughout the American roots music scene. From 
their first gigs in May 2001 to their most recent shows, Railroad 
Earth has been an undeniable force with superb songwriting, 
singing and performances.

RED WINE
Italian group Red Wine is one of the premier bluegrass
bands in Europe, actively touring since 1978, with a style that
embraces traditional and contemporary bluegrass, country, 
gospel and swing.  

RICKY SKAGGS & BRUCE HORNSBY
WITH KENTUCKY THUNDER
Friends and fellow Grammy winners, Ricky Skaggs and 
Bruce Hornsby together with Skaggs’ award winning band, 
Kentucky Thunder, unite on brand new tunes and traditional 
bluegrass classics.

THE ROAN MOUNTAIN HILLTOPPERS
The Roan Mountain Hilltoppers get their unique sound from 
their ancestors. For years, entertainment in the Appalachian 
mountains consisted of “hoedown get-togethers” and those 
that could afford radios. All involved are extremely talented 
individuals doing their best to keep the music alive.

ROBERT EARL KEEN
Among the large contingent of talented songwriters who 
emerged in Texas in the 1980s and 1990s, Robert Earl Keen 
strikes an unusual balance between sensitive story-portraits and 
raucous barroom fun.  

THE SADIES
The Toronto foursome have managed to combine ‘60s rock and 
psychedelia, country, surf, punk and cosmic American music and 
transform it into their own unique sound. The Sadies may sound 
like a lot of things, but no one quite sounds like the Sadies.

SHANA MORRISON
Shana Morrison’s musical style has been called pop with a side 
of blues and a side of rock. She is also known to include other 
ingredients, like country, R&B and jazz into the mix. Her 
material seems to be ever-changing and hard to pin down
categorically, but what always remains the same is Shana’s 
unique and wide-ranging voice.

CALEDONIA
Caledonia is one of those indefinable bands. Variously described 
as alt-country and new wave, the group continues to fly it’s own 
hybrid tapestry freak flag.

SONGWRITER CIRCLE WITH CHRIS SMITHER,
DAVID OLNEY, RAY WYLIE HUBBARD & STEVE YOUNG

• Chris Smither
 New Orleans-bred folk-bluesman Smither has few peers. He
 is an American original, a product of the musical melting pot,  
 and one of the absolute best singer-songwriters in the world. 

• David Olney
 Over an impressive professional career spanning four decades, 
 David Olney has built a reputation not as a kind-hearted 
 troubadour, but rather as a performing songwriter with a sharp  
 literary mind that often cuts to the bone of the human condition.

• Ray Wylie Hubbard
 Ray Wylie Hubbard was an architect of the musical legacy that  
 continues to inspire subsequent generations of up-and-coming  
 Texas talent. A working musician throughout his career, Hubbard  
 holds steadfastly to the hope afforded him by his robust character  
 and deep inner well of humility and keen, raw humor.

• Steve Young
 Young weaves together Southern roots with a wide experience  
 of life while creating new traditions in American music. During  
 his solo career, he became an integral part of the movement   
 which defined the California country-rock sound. 

STEEP CANYON RANGERS
The band has perfected it’s ensemble approach using fierce 
dynamics and seamless harmonies. They base their sound around 
a stunning catalogue of original songs, drawing on the sounds of 
early bluegrass, honky tonk and blues.

STEVE EARLE
Steve Earle’s gripping new album, Washington Square Serenade, 
is a loving tribute to the 60’s, folk music and the city that gave 
them all a nurturing home, New York City. “That period changed 
pop music,” Earle says.

THE SUBDUDES
In 1987, four musicians got together for what they envisioned 
would be a one-time performance at Tipitina’s in New Orleans. It 
was a night of mostly acoustic music – sparse instrumentation with 
a strong emphasis on songwriting and vocal harmonies. The show 
far exceeded expectations, and on that March night the subdudes 
were born.

THE SYMPHONY BLUEGRASS RAMBLERS
The Symphony Bluegrass Ramblers is an ensemble made up of 
members of the San Francisco Symphony. They will be performing a 
selection of bluegrass standards as well as some original compositions 
in a style that blends bluegrass with traditional chamber music, 
resulting in a sound that is familiar yet fresh and unusual.

T BONE BURNETT
T Bone Burnett is an American original. A songwriter and 
performer steeped in our nation’s deep musical heritage, T Bone has 
emerged from a self-imposed 14 year hiatus as a recording artist to 
release two highly-anticipated collections of music simultaneously.

TEDDY THOMPSON
“As strange as it may seem, country music was the music I was 
brought up on,” says Teddy Thompson, whose parents are British 
folk-rock legends Richard and Linda Thompson. “It’s the music 
that’s closest to my heart and the music that speaks to me the most, 
and it’s always been a big influence on my own songwriting.”

THE WHORESHOES
Famed Nashville songwriter Harlan Howard once said, “Country 
music is three chords and the truth.” The Whoreshoes would 
agree. This energetic female quintet, based in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, scorns “contemporary country” and celebrates the roots 
of country music.

THE WRONGLERS
Warren Hellman of The Wronglers is the founder of Hardly 
Strictly Bluegrass! His love of bluegrass and old-time music 
permeates every aspect of his life, and his excitement at playing 
on stage for an audience brings him a huge sense of involvement 
and satisfaction.



ALISON BROWN QUARTET
WITH SPECIAL GUEST JOE CRAVEN 
Alison Brown has composed and played her way into the affections 
of fans of jazz-hued acoustic music with a unique voice and a 
relatively unexplored instrument, the 5-string banjo.   

ALLISON MOORER
On her sixth album, Getting Somewhere (produced by husband 
Steve Earle), the Alabama born-and-bred Moorer embarks upon 
an intensely personal, yet instantly recognizable, journey. In the 
process, she takes her artistry to the next level.

AUSTIN LOUNGE LIZARDS
The Austin Lounge Lizards have been performing satirical 
folk for more than 27 years. The Lizards are the darlings of 
activist groups who rely on their songwriting talents to parody 
subjects such as abuses of the pharmaceutical industry, media 
conglomerates, health care and more.

BELA FLECK & THE FLECKTONES FEATURING

VICTOR LEMONTE WOOTEN, FUTURE MAN & JEFF COFFIN
Béla Fleck is often considered one of the premiere banjo players
in the world. A New York City native, he picked up the banjo at 
age 15. In 1982, he joined the progressive bluegrass band New 
Grass Revival where he made a name for himself in the country-
bluegrass world.

BELLE MONROE & HER BREWGLASS BOYS
The Brewglass Boys deliver traditional and familiar songs alongside 
obscure selections you’d never expect a bluegrass outfit to attempt. 
If you like hard-driving bluegrass highlighted with wacky humor, 
positive energy and heartfelt showmanship, then Belle Monroe & 
Her Brewglass Boys will be just your pint of brew.

BILL CALLAHAN
A recognized pioneer of the lo-fi songwriter generation in the ‘90s, 
Callahan went on to create some of the most enigmatic pop songs 
ever to be called anthems, most of them under the alias Smog. 

BILL KIRCHEN & THE HAMMER OF
THE HONKY-TONK GODS
Known as “The Titan of The Telecaster” for his big, twangy licks 
and diverse musical styles, Kirchen’s signature sound has been 
dubbed “Dieselbilly”, incorporating elements of country, blues, 
rockabilly, and western swing.

BLANCHE
Hailing from Detroit, Blanche’s music is based in American roots, 
particularly early country and folk blues with a touch of American 
gothic and haunting stylings.

BOZ SCAGGS & THE BLUE VELVET BAND
The Blue Velvet Band features Buddy Miller, Jon Cleary, Ricky 
Fataar, Dennis Crouch & Greg Leisz. They’ll be covering songs 
from everyone from Bill Monroe to Hank Williams to Bob Dylan 
(plus a few Boz songs thrown in as well!)

CHARLIE LOUVIN
The term “living legend” gets thrown around quite a bit, but it 
truly applies to Country Music Hall of Famer Charlie Louvin. 

DALE ANN BRADLEY & COON CREEK
Building on time-tested themes of love and the sacrifices made by 
hard-working people, Dale Ann’s songs speak to the struggles of 
people today. From blues to gospel, Dale Ann’s pure soprano voice 
draws the audience to the heart of each song.

DAN REEDER
Reeder’s quiet, sharp-witted, literally home-made music, his 
confiding voice, the pleasant noises he gets out of his homemade 
guitars and his occasional puff on a harmonica remind you why 
some people create music in the first place.  

DAVE ALVIN & THE GUILTY MEN
Dave’s music is a braid of different American music – blues, country, 
rock’n’roll, pop, folk and R&B – and in each strand, he favors the 
California accent.

DAVID GRISMAN BLUEGRASS EXPERIENCE 
WITH SPECIAL GUEST CURLY SECKLER
Grisman creates a unique, highly intricate, harmonically advanced 
hybrid of acoustic bluegrass, folk, and jazz, and is a master on the 
mandolin.

THE DEL MCCOURY BAND
The Del McCoury Band enjoys the praise of traditional bluegrass 
lovers and tie-dyed clad ‘Del-Heads’ alike. Del has proven not to 
be a relic of bluegrass music’s past, but an architect of its future.

DOC WATSON WITH DAVID HOLT 
& RICHARD WATSON
Arthel “Doc” Watson is without doubt a living legend in 
acoustic music. For decades, Doc Watson has been America’s 
most renowned and influential folk guitar stylist.

DRY BRANCH FIRE SQUAD
Dry Branch Fire Squad is renowned for its spry mix of front-porch 
standards, modern ballads, and the old-time sounds from which 
bluegrass first sprang.

EARL SCRUGGS
Scruggs spent more than 20 years with the Foggy Mountain Boys, 
one of the most famous bands in bluegrass history, and is noted for 
creating a banjo style (now called Scruggs style) that is a defining 
characteristic of bluegrass music.

EMMYLOU HARRIS
Emmylou is truly a modern innovator. For over 30 years, she has 
flowed effortlessly between genres, achieving popularity in pop, 
folk, and country. The common bridge is an exquisite vocal style 
and a gift for discovering the heart of a song.

FIONN REGAN
The soft-spoken 26-year-old coaxes an intoxicating array of emotion 
and detail into his fragile-yet-gripping songs – a body of work 
that’s already elicited comparisons to forebears as varied as Nick 
Drake for his guitar playing to Woody Guthrie for his wordplay.

THE FLATLANDERS FEATURING JOE ELY, 
JIMMIE DALE GILMORE & BUTCH HANCOCK
The Flatlanders have one of the most extraordinary kinships in 
American musical history – Joe, the street-wise rocker, Jimmie 
Dale, the mystic with the classic country voice and Butch, the 
cerebral folk singer.

GANDALF MURPHY & THE SLAMBOVIAN
CIRCUS OF DREAMS
The band’s charismatic live performances, described as 
“Hillbilly-Floyd,” “folk-pop” and “surreal Americana,” are 
a whimsical blend of folk, rock, hillbilly and pop and have 
captivated audiences and critics alike.

GILLIAN WELCH
Gillian Welch is an uncompromising musical renegade. Writing 
and performing with her longtime partner, David Rawlings, they 
present their haunting songs like rock’n’roll chamber music, with 
two acoustic guitars and two voices welded together.

GUY CLARK & VERLON THOMPSON
The emotional level of Guy Clark’s work, as well as the 
admiration and esteem of his peers, consistently transcends 
sales figures and musical genres. He’ll perform with Verlon 
Thompson, a man whose craftsmanship as a guitarist and 
harmony vocalist can be heard on some of the finest recordings 
made in the last fifteen years.

THE HACIENDA BROTHERS
The Hacienda Brothers, led by cult heroes Chris Gaffney and 
Dave Gonzalez, introduced their wood-smoked blend of country 
and old-school R&B on their self-titled 2005 debut album, 
helmed by legendary writer/producer Dan Penn.

HAZEL DICKENS
Great traditional singers are rare these days. Rarer still is the great 
traditional singer whose songs are powered by important social issues. 
Hazel Dickens is such a singer. Her music achieves a stunning 
synergy of strength and conviction that is not easily forgotten.

HEARTLESS BASTARDS
Heartless Bastards were formed in Dayton, Ohio in 2003; 
They are often compared to fellow Ohioans and Fat Possum 
labelmates The Black Keys, and also noted for the powerful 
vocals of front woman Erika Wennerstrom.

HOT BUTTERED RUM
Often described as a rock band playing bluegrass instruments, 
the band melds blues, folks, bluegrass, jazz, and rock, and the 
members’ varying degrees of classical training lead them to 
invest heavily in group composition.

JAMES MCMURTRY
McMurtry has long been lauded by critics, peers and music 
aficionados as being among the strongest songwriters of his 
generation, and was recently awarded a Best Song and Best Album 
nod at the Fifth Annual Americana Music Association Awards.

JASON ISBELL & THE 400 UNIT
For the past six years, Isbell was one of three frontmen for the 
critically acclaimed Drive-By Truckers. Although fans may have 
been shocked by his leaving the band in April, once you hear his 
solo debut, Sirens Of The Ditch, it will only confirm that Isbell 
has his own unique voice.

JIM LAUDERDALE
Lauderdale is among Nashville’s “A” list of songwriters, with 
songs recorded by artists such as Patty Loveless, Dixie Chicks, 
Mark Chestnutt, Vince Gill and George Strait. He is a multi-tal-
ented performer and songwriter, with successes in both country 
and bluegrass music.

JIMMY LAFAVE
LaFave has become highly respected in the Austin music 
scene and beyond. He has toured extensively through the 
U.S. and Europe, gaining a reputation for his unique voice 
and combination of haunting ballads and rock’n’roll.

THE SECRET LIFE OF BANJOS/
JODY STECHER & BILL EVANS
The Secret Life of Banjos is a program of interactive banjos 
never heard before on any world stage, featuring two masters 
of the five string banjo, Jody Stecher & Bill Evans.

JOHN PRINE
The 2005 Americana Music Awards marked another significant 
achievement for Prine. At the ceremony, Prine was honored 
with the Artist of the Year award, and his 2006 album Fair and 
Square won the 2006 Grammy Award for Best Contemporary 
Folk Album.

JORMA KAUKONEN
In a career that has already spanned nearly a half century, 
Jorma Kaukonen has been the leading practitioner and teacher 
of fingerstyle guitar and is one of the most highly respected 
interpreters of American roots music.  

JULAY BROOKS & RICHARD BRANDENBURG
& THE CASH MAGNETS
The Cash Magnets are Julay Brooks and Richard Brandenburg, 
a fine vocal duo who sing traditional bluegrass and country 
music. They have a vast repertoire, ranging from classic 
Stanley and Louvin Brothers duets, to George Jones, Kitty 
Wells, Ernest Tubb and the Carter Family.

KELLER WILLIAMS
Considered to be a master of the acoustic guitar, Williams 
is known for his ability to solo over layers of spontaneously 
created loops. He is a generous performer who plays down
to earth acoustic music that defies any effort to find a 
convenient pigeonhole.

KEVIN WELCH & KIERAN KANE & FATS KAPLIN
In 2004, Kevin Welch began recording as a band with fellow 
musicians and friends Kieran Kane and Fats Kaplin. After 
taking their first two albums to number one on the Americana 
charts, their latest release continues the groove and intimacy 
found on the previous recordings.

THE KNITTERS
The Knitters – John Doe, co-lead vocalist Exene Cervenka, 
guitarist Dave Alvin, bassist Jonny Ray Bartel and drummer 
D.J. Bonebrake – have been rambling a tangled map of
American musical highways since way back in the 20th century.

LAURIE LEWIS & THE RIGHT HANDS
You can’t measure Laurie Lewis’s 30-year career with the 
usual commercial yardsticks. If you listen down the backroads 
of acoustic Americana, however, you’ll soon realize this soft-
spoken, sweet-singing California fiddler, singer and songwriter 
is something very special.

LOS LOBOS
Using musical molds built on the blues, rockabilly, jazz, Latin 
and their own Mexican-American heritage, Los Lobos subtly 
challenge their fans with conscience-raising songs and thought-
provoking lyrics.


